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Towards midday, when we had crossed valley and hills,
we struggled down a steep hill slope which led us to the
caves where the Emperor and his staff lived.
The usual picture ; all the elements that make up the
retinue of a great Ethiopian chief. Mules, soldiers and
servants, without number, wandering everywhere ... the
smoke of the camp kitchen fires.
Following a narrow path we came to the caves. There,
upon little platforms of beaten earth were gathered nearly
all the personnel of the Imperial household of Addis Ababa.
We, three Europeans who had come with Ras Kassa,
were invited to enter a little pavilion tent where dinner
was served to us ; then we were led to the Emperor. He
seemed thinner, but nevertheless determined as ever in
his khaki uniform. He received us graciously.
He cross-examined me minutely upon the causes of our
retreat, the difficulties of the inarch and so on. ... " Are
you convinced that Ras Kassa could not hold on to the
Tembien any longer? Was he really forced to retire?"
he asked me.
It was difficult to answer the question. I thought again
of how Ras Kassa had retired; with an absence on his
own part as on the part of his chiefs, of the slightest initiative
or any display of forethought or decision. They knew
nothing about modern warfare, nothing at all.
" We allowed every moment to escape when we could
do anything to remedy the evil. And so the Italians by
a neat manoeuvre encircled us on all sides,35 I answered
him.
I did not want to sadden the spirit of the Emperor with
the revealing details . . . the total ineptitude of the chiefs,
the complete disorganisation and demoralisation of their
forces ... to tell him how we, once tens of thousands
against thousands of Italians, used to abandon our positions
at the first caprice of the chiefs or their soldiers, to hide
in our distant camps, in caves and huts scattered mile over
mile, until our armies became a chaos beyond my power
to paint.
" What do you think of the situation, sire ? " I asked.
" It's all going normally.   Up to now we have resisted
as best we might and kept them back—I see nothing very
dangerous in the situation."   We were served with wine

